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doubt, be argued that a similar condition is nece^ary for
the disappearance of national armaments, and the force of
the argument will be admitted to a very considerable extent.
Even when judgment has been given by a Court of Arbitra-
tion^ such as that established by the Hague Conference,
there is no executive government to enforce an award: itb
fulfilment is left to the honour of the disputants, and to the
moral force of international public opinion, a rapidly grow-
ing force. The growth of democratic government, in all
countries having any claim to be considered civilised, is
generating a power which was formerly quite unknown, but
which in the future is certain to exercise a most important
influence on international relations. The workers are no
longer content to allow a great part of the products of their
labour to be spent on useless armaments or to disappear
amid powder and smoke.

It is sometimes argued that war will disappear on
account of the developments of science and their applica-
tions to warfare, as the consequences of an outbreak would
be so terrible, both in the slaughter of men and in the
expenditure of money, as to make it impossible for any
government to undertake the responsibility for it No
doubt these reasons will have considerable effect, but the
only ultimate preventative of war is the removal of its causes.
This brings us back to the ethical and religious problem.
Nations composed of men and women whose moral powers
were highly developed, while they would be prepared to
defend their national existence, would be careful to avoid
all appearance of aggression in any form. Neither the
so-called "experts" nor the "yellow press/' with all the
means of excitement which are now too common, could
inflame a populace which was in possession of its self-
governing powers. We can hardly doubt that war would
already be at an end if an intelligent public opinion were
in power, so that the ultimate solution of the problem of
peace and war is to be found in education in its best and
highest forms, When all that is involved in that problem,